
   

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 
FORTY-FIFTH MEETING, 2021 SESSION (45) 
NOVEMBER 2, 2021 
 

The Buena Vista County Board of Supervisors met in special session on Tuesday, November 2, 

2021 at 8:30 A.M. in the Secondary Road Conference Room with Chairman Snyder presiding, and the 

following members present:   Altena, Huseman, Merten, and Ringgenberg and with Auditor Susan Lloyd 

as clerk for the meeting.   

Unless otherwise indicated, all of the following motions offered at this meeting were carried with 

the following vote:  Ayes:  Altena, Huseman, Merten, Ringgenberg, and Snyder.   Nays:  none.  Abstentions:  

none. 

Motion by Huseman, second by Merten, to approve the agenda.  Carried. 

Engineer Bret Wilkinson informed the Board that Secondary Roads did purchase the used 2018 

Freightliner Cascadia, in Rapid City, SD, for $103,499, and a couple of the shop guys drove it home 

yesterday.  They are getting signs on it, and installing the radios.  Wilkinson stated that the belly dump 

trailer should come in the next two weeks.  Wilkinson stated that he attended the meeting on the Massop 

property development, and he is working on calculating directly what benefits would be to the County. 

Secondary Road Report:  They are still mowing, a few gravel roads left to do.  The mowers will 

be serviced and put away for the winter; the crew used the skid loader and milling attachment, and cut 

rumble strips coming up to the stop signs, in 6-7 locations; they have been edge rutting, hauling sand, and 

still have a few blades to put on; Wilkinson stated that they are almost closed out on the C63 project, with 

the State. 

Motion by Ringgenberg, second by Altena, to approve the minutes of 10/26/21, as corrected, and 

the following reports:   September Board of Health minutes, September NWIPDC Policy Council minutes, 

June SHIELD Board minutes, and September NW IA YES Center minutes.  Carried.  

Motion by Ringgenberg, second by Merten, to declare the following list of laptops as excess 

equipment, and authorize their disposal:  20 Lenovo Think Pad with SN’s #00144-560-876-267, #00144-

560-876-319, #00144-560-876-290, #00144-560-876-311, #00144-560-876-305, #00144-560-876-277, 

#00144-560-876-282, #00144-560-876-315, #00144-560-876-299, #00144-560-876-246, #00144-560-

876-337, #00144-560-876-280, #00144-560-876-330, #00144-560-876-294, #00144-560-876-318, 

#00144-364-339-817, #00144-364-391-567, #00144-364-391-578, #00144-364-339-921, #00144-364-

339-930, and 2 Lenovo Think Pads without SN’s.  Motion carried. 

Motion by Altena, second by Huseman, to approve and authorize the Chair to sign the 

amendment to the engineering contract for the North Raccoon River Watershed project with WHKS.  

Carried. 

Motion by Ringgenberg, second by Merten, to set a public hearing for the status of funded 

activities for the Career Link VT Grant, on November 9, 2021, at 9:30 a.m. in the Board of Supervisors 

meeting room.  Carried. 

The Chair asked if there were public comments on the 3rd Reading of Ordinance 6.1A-26, the 

rezoning request for Platinum Crush, before the Board takes action.  John Pitstick discussed hexane, and 

stated that he contacted the Emmetsburg plant, and the compliance officer refused to give information 

about the total capacity of the plant.  Pitstick urged the supervisors to impose tougher restrictions, before 

approving this.  Paul Havens made a request to the supervisors to continue this 3rd Reading of Ordinance 

6.1A-26, for some time, for this reason, stating that they want to know the effects to Lake Creek residents 



   

and damages they would receive.  Haven stated that if the Board does vote to approve the 3rd reading od 

the ordinance, he would request that they delay publishing of the ordinance until a development 

agreement is completed, have a contract to rezone for the purposed of the plant and the railroad, and 

prohibit the company of any secondary use on the site.  Havens stated that if they add a bio diesel plant, 

that makes it an industrial park, and the Board needs to limit their ability to do that.  Haven requests that 

berm be constructed, at the company’s cost, to cut down on the noise and visual impact, that is binding 

on them and successors down the road.  Havens requested the Board, to at a minimum, delay publication 

od the ordinance, and thanked them for listening.  Chairman Snyder stated that the Board does have a lot 

of work to cover with the developers, and stated that they want to be good neighbors, and want to work 

for everybody.  Snyder stated that he wants to go forward and grow and see a new plant come in to BV 

County.  Havens stated that contract zoning goes out the window if you don’t get it done before the 

ordinance becomes effective.  Gary Rosene asked the Board what points they have left to stop this, 

stating that once you have zoned it, who okays it.  The Board stated that the Zoning Administrator would 

okay it.  Pitstick stated that it’s already zoned, and what’s stopping them.  Haven stated that if the 

company sells the property, anything can come in.  Al Clark stated that permits still had to be issued.  

Snyder stated that he has talked to a lot of people who live in communities, and the mayor and councils 

all support this venture.  Clark stated that he is a resident of Alta, and his daughter-in-law and 

granddaughter travel Hwy 7, and he would be concerned with hexane, but stated that if DNR and EPA 

had a problem with it, they would have stopped this project.  Clark stated the future of Alta needs to have 

homes built, and businesses built, and stated that property values have never been higher, homes are at 

a premium.  Clark stated that this is the beginning of a good thing, and said that the company will make it 

aesthetically pleasing.  Huseman stated that he has received a lot of emails in favor of the project.  LuAnn 

Jacobson stated that Platinum Crush has 440 acres of land, which is a lot, and stated that they are 

working with the Canadian Northern Railroad for 5 tracks to be put in.  Huseman stated that he drove in to 

Lake Creek, on St. Andrews Drive, and he looked to where the plant will be, and he couldn’t see it.  Brad 

Jones asked what the economic impact would be fore BV County.  The Board stated that Representative 

Gary Worthan presented estimates a week ago, of $35,000,000/year for the County.  Jones asked where 

that came from.  Snyder stated that it was from payroll, and the dollars changing hands, and from other 

counties coming in to BV County to do business.  Jones stated that they are robbing jobs from elevators, 

there may be 40 new jobs.  Developer Mike Kinley, stated that their payroll will be $4,000,000, and by 

producers going directly in to the plant saves time and transportation.  The elevator dries corn, stores 

corn, sells corn, stores beans, and markets beans.  There are many factors beyond just payroll.  Rosene 

asked if there was any financial information as to who will run this.  Kinley stated that they call the shots, 

and told everyone to check them out to see what king of neighbors we are, stating absolutely, they are 

good neighbors.  Kinley stated that he had received one phone call, from Mike Wilson.  Rosene stated 

that Lake Creek residents were never invited to a meeting.  Kinley stated that there was a meeting at the 

clubhouse, and residents were there, including Rosene.  Chairman Snyder stopped any more comments 

to be made, so that the Board could take action on the 3rd reading of the ordinance.  Motion by Merten, 

second by Altena, to approve the 3rd Reading of Ordinance 6.1A-26, the rezoning request of Platinum 

Crush, LLC, in Section 31 Washington Township, and to waive any further readings.  Ringgenberg stated 

that this is the first step in the process.  Ayes:  Altena, Huseman, Merten, Ringgenberg, Snyder.  Nays:  

None.  Motion carried. 

Merten commented that the Board has heard the concerns, and they are elected to represent the 

whole county, they have to listen to all concerns.  Merten stated that he did read the Constitution, and you 

cannot please all of the people, stating that he does what he thinks is best.  Merten told the residents of 

Lake Creek, that they need to trust the Board of Supervisors, that we are negotiating for the best interests 

of BV County, getting things in order.  Merten stated that if you can’t trust us, then we shouldn’t be here.  

Some things are confidential until a certain point in the process.   

Engineer Bret Wilkinson and Auditor Susan Lloyd, as members of the Courthouse Facilities 

Committee, informed the Board that the Committee was not recommending placement of the Public 

Defender in the Courthouse, due to security issues.  The Committee recommended placement of the 



   

Public Defender in the Community Services building.  Chairman Snyder stated that he visited with CEO 

Dawn Mentzer, Rolling Hills Mental Health Region, and asked if there would be space available, and how 

she felt about adding this person to a room in their building.  Snyder stated that Mentzer was fine with 

having the Public Defender use an empty office in the Community Services building.  County Attorney 

Paul Allen was present for this discussion, and stated that he was working on a lease agreement with 

Administrative Services.  Merten asked if the lease could include an increase to the monthly rate, from 

$10/month to $30/month.  Snyder stated that he would like to have it raised to $100/month.  Allen stated 

that the legislature didn’t budget any funds for this project, and stated that the Public Defender would be a 

state employee.  Motion by Ringgenberg, second by Merten, to allow the County Attorney to revise the 

lease with the Iowa Department of Administrative Services, to house a Public Defender in the 

Community Services Building, for a term of 3-years, at $20/month, with automatic renewal each year, 

unless terminated with a 30-day notice.  Carried. 

County Attorney Paul Allen reviewed the private non-profit agency requests that were received, 

either as a 28E Agreement or a contract for services.  Allen recommended that the Board approve 

Elderbridge’s 28E bilateral agreement.  Motion by Ringgenberg, second by Huseman, to approve and 

authorize the Chair to sign the 28E Agreement with Elderbridge.  Carried. 

County Attorney Paul Allen stated that he has been working with the RIDES CEO on the 

breakdown of their services.  Allen stated that the contract for Family Crisis Center needs more specific 

information included.  Allen stated that CAASA submitted a letter, and not contract.  Allen stated that 

Upper Des Moines contract doesn’t really meet economic development activities, and suggested that a 

contract may be a better fit.  BV Soil and Water Conservation also needs to be more specific.  Allen 

stated that he will be contacting these agencies, to try and get something worked out. 

County Attorney Paul Allen discussed hiring outside legal counsel from the Ahlers & Cooney 

Law Firm, to help with a development agreement and finance paperwork for the county.  Allen stated that 

there is a team of three people at the law firm, that are experts in this area, and the cost to retain them 

would be between $10,000-$15,000.  

Conservation Director/Weed Commissioner Greg Johnson and Deputy Weed Commissioner Brian 

Jones reviewed the 2021 Weed Report.  Motion by Ringgenberg, second by Huseman, to approve and 

authorize the Chair to sign the 2021 Weed Commissioner’s Report.  Carried.  

Drainage Engineer Brian Blomme and Assistant to the Drainage Engineer Eric Yunginger were 

present to file the Completion Report on DD #101 OD.  Blomme stated that McCarty completed the work 

on 10/18/2021, and a notice has been prepared and sent to Drainage Attorney Gary Armstrong, which will 

be sent out to those traversed by the repair work, experiencing crop damages along the alignment of the 

tile.  Blomme stated that damages for loss of input costs for corn are $625/acre, $525/acre for soybeans, 

$295/acre for CRP & WRP, $375/acre for hay, and $195/acre for pasture, for a total of $6,022.79.  The 

engineering estimate was $178,783.20, the bid was $118,558.25, and the final contract price is 

$129,872.27, which is 9.5% above the contractors bid, due to discovery of private tiles and additional 

surface pipe.  Motion by Merten, second by Altena, to tentatively accept the Drainage Engineer’s 

Completion Report for the DD #101 OD project, and to set the public hearing on the Completion Report for 

November 23, 2021, at 9:00 a.m., in the Boardroom of the BV County Courthouse.  Carried. 

There being no further business, motion by Ringgenberg, second by Huseman, to adjourn the 

meeting at 11:10 a.m. until Tuesday, November 9 at 8:30 a.m. for a regular session.  Carried.   

 


