
   

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 
FORTY-EIGHTH MEETING, 2024 SESSION (48) 
DECEMBER 10, 2024 
 

The Buena Vista County Board of Supervisors met in special session on Tuesday, December 10, 

2024, at 8:30 A.M. in the Boardroom with Chairman Ringgenberg presiding, and the following other 

members present:  Croker, Hartman, Merten, Snyder, and with Auditor Susan Lloyd as clerk for the meeting.  

Absent:  None. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all the following motions offered at this meeting were carried with the 

following vote:  Ayes: Croker, Hartman, Merten, Ringgenberg, Snyder, and. Nays:  none. Abstentions:  

none.  

Motion by Snyder, second by Croker, to approve today’s agenda.  Carried. 

Motion by Snyder, second by Merten, to approve the utility permit for the Alta Municipal Utilities, 
Alta, IA, to install a 10” water main along Lake St., in Section 23 of Nokomis Township from Industrial Road 
to approximately 415 south of Industrial Road, for the transmission of potable water.  Carried. 

 
Secondary Road Report: They have been hauling limestone to stockpiles and placed some down 

on 600th St. and 70th Ave.; they have been blading gravel roads and working on a couple crossroad tile 

repairs; PCI continues working on 70th Ave., north of 600th St. widening the road and getting rock down.  

The trucks coming in and leaving Platinum Crush are utilizing 80th Ave. and 600th St. for approximately two 

weeks; the contractor will keep working on the bridge abutment projects, take some time off for Christmas 

and then start up again.   

Colleen Schwanz and Chris Ehlers with the Buena Vista County Soil and Water Conservation 

District presented their 2024 Report and came to ask for continued support in the FY’26 Budget. They use 

the county funds to support the conservation education programs in Buena Vista County. Schwanz stated 

that they utilize the County Park for one of their programs, which worked well.  Schwanz wanted to thank 

Conservation Director Greg Johnson and Secretary Angie Wilkinson for accommodating them.  The board 

thanked the group for all they provided to the communities.  

Motion by Merten, second by Hartman, to approve the minutes of 12/03/2024 as presented, and 

accept the following reports: October Central IA Juvenile Detention Center Board minutes.  Carried. 

Supervisor Meeting Reports:  Merten attended the Board of Adjustment and Planning & Zoning 

meeting last Tuesday night and Wednesday morning, at the hog buying station. 

Chairman Ringgenberg asked if there was anyone online that wished to be heard during Hear the 

Public and there was none. 

County Attorney Paul Allen was present for his appointment. Motion by Merten, second by Hartman, 

to go into closed session (at 9:30 A.M.) under Chapter 21.5(1)(c) of the 2024 Code of Iowa, to discuss 

strategy with counsel in matters that are presently in litigation or where litigation is imminent where its 

disclosure would be likely to prejudice or disadvantage the position of the governmental body in that litigation. 

Ayes:  Croker, Hartman, Merten, Ringgenberg, Snyder.  Nayes:  None.  Motion carried.   

Motion by Merten, second by Snyder, to go out of closed session at 9:45 A.M.  Carried. 

              Stephanie Henrich, Executive Director with CAASA, along with her two bilingual advocates, 

presented their FY65 funding request. Henrich stated that they use the funding for responding to crisis calls.  

In 2024, 36 people from Buena Vista County alone contacted CAASA for assistance after being sexually 



   

assaulted.  Henrich stated that they are your neighbors, your friends, your families, and your children and 

they need your support.  CAASA and its advocates provide advocacy services to sexual assault survivors 

and prevention education seminars to schools and community groups in BV County and 18 other counties.  

All those services are free of charge, with funding coming from city, county, state, and federal funds, as 

well as donations from businesses and individuals. Henrich stated that they are requesting $8,500 from 

Buena Vista County, an increase of $1,000 over the current fiscal year.  They thanked the Board for their 

continued support and handed out pamphlets telling them if they needed anything just to call.  

Bldg/Grounds Supt. Joe Keller gave a department update:  The Auditors Office Building had a 

clay tile collapse, and he asked Peterson Septic to come in and look.  It was determined that the city street 

would have to be dug up to fix the problem.  Keller informed the Board that the City of Storm Lake does the 

street work and will work on it tomorrow.  Keller also informed the Board that this is all county expense, with 

charges from Peterson Septic, Weise Plumbing, and the City of Storm Lake submitting invoices.  Keller is 

hoping that $7,000 will take care of the invoices.  Keller stated that the elevator was inspected last week, 

the generator checked, fire extinguishers serviced, and the panic buttons checked.  Keller stated that his 

department is ready for snow. 

There being no further business, motion by Hartman, second by Snyder, to adjourn the meeting at 
10:37 a.m. until Tuesday, December 17 at 8:30 a.m. for a regular session.  

 

 


