
GUIDELINES FOR DRAINAGE DISTRICT PETITION FOR NEWLY PROPOSED DISTRICTS 
SECTIONS FROM IOWA CODE SECTION 468 

 
468.6 Number of petitioners required.  
Two or more owners of lands named in the petition described in section 468.8, may file in the 
office of the county auditor a petition for the establishment of a levee or drainage district, including 
a district which involves only the straightening of a creek or river. If the district described in the 
petition is a subdistrict, one or more owners of land affected by the proposed improvement may 
petition for such district. 
 
468.7 Request by non-petitioners. 
In the event two or more landowners included in the proposed district other than the petitioners 
request a classification prior to the establishment of said district, they shall file in writing their 
request and execute a bond as required in section 468.9 to cover the expense of such 
classification if the district is not established. Such written request and the bond shall be filed 
before the board establishes a district. 
 
468.8 Petition. 
The petition shall set forth: 

1. An intelligible description, by congressional subdivision or otherwise, of the lands 
suggested for inclusion in the district. 

2. That said lands are subject to over flow or are too wet for cultivation or subject to erosion 
or flood danger. 

3. That the public benefit, utility, health, convenience, or welfare will be promoted by the 
suggested improvements. 

4. The suggested starting point, route, terminus and lateral branches of the proposed 
improvements. 

5. In the event the petitioners request a classification before the establishment of the 
district, the petition shall include a request that the district be classified as provided in sections 
468.38 through 468.44 after the board has approved the report of the engineer as a tentative plan 
but before the district is finally established. 
 
468.9 Bond. 

1. There shall be filed with the petition a bond in an amount fixed and with sureties 
approved by the auditor, conditioned for the payment of all costs and expenses incurred in the 
proceedings in case the district is not finally established. 

2. No preliminary expense shall be incurred before the establishment of such proposed 
improvement district by the board in excess of the amount of bond filed by the petitioners. In case 
it is necessary to incur any expense in addition to the amount of such bond, the board of 
supervisors shall require the filing of an additional bond by the petitioners and shall not proceed 
with the preliminary survey or authorize any additional expense until the additional bond is filed in 
a sufficient amount to cover such expense. 
 
468.27 Dismissal or establishment — permanent easement. 

1. The board shall at the meeting, or at an adjourned session of the meeting, consider the 
costs of construction of the improvement as shown by the reports of the engineer and the amount 
of damages and compensation awarded to all claimants. If, in the board’s opinion, the costs of 
construction and amount of damages awarded create a greater burden than should justly be 
borne by the lands benefited by the improvement, the board shall then dismiss the petition and 
assess the costs and expenses to the petitioners and their sureties. However, if the board finds 
that the cost and expense is not a greater burden than should be justly borne by the land benefited 



by the improvement, then the board shall finally and permanently locate and establish the district 
and improvement.  

2. Following the establishment of the district, the drainage district is deemed to have 
acquired by permanent easement all rights-of-way for drainage district ditches, tile lines, settling 
basins and other improvements, unless the rights-of-way are acquired by fee simple, in the 
dimensions shown on the survey and report made in compliance with sections 468.11 and 468.12 
or as shown on the permanent survey, plat, and profile, if one is made. Upon the establishment 
of the district, the petitioners shall file with the county auditor the survey and report or permanent 
survey, plat, and profile, as set forth in sections 468.172 and 468.173.  This filing constitutes 
constructive notice to all persons of the rights conferred by this section. The permanent easement 
includes the right of ingress and egress across adjoining land and the right of access for 
maintenance, repair, improvement, and inspection. The owner or lessee shall be reimbursed for 
any crop damages incurred in the maintenance, repair, improvement, and inspection except within 
the right-of-way of the drainage district. 
 
468.28 Dismissal on remonstrance. 
If, at or before the time set for final hearing as to the establishment of a proposed levee, drainage, 
or improvement district, except subdrainage district, there shall have been filed with the county 
auditor, or auditors, in case the district extends into more than one county, a remonstrance signed 
by a majority of the landowners in the district, and these remonstrants must in the aggregate own 
seventy percent or more of the lands to be assessed for benefits or taxed for said improvements, 
remonstrating against the establishment of said levee, drainage, or improvement district, setting 
forth the reasons therefor, the board or boards as the case may be, shall assess to the petitioners 
and their sureties or apportion the costs among them as the board or boards may deem just or 
as said parties may agree upon. When all such costs have been paid, the board or boards of 
supervisors shall dismiss said proceedings and cause to be filed with the county auditor all 
surveys, plats, reports, and records in relation to the proposed district 
 
For further details of drainage district petition guidelines, please contact the Drainage Department. 


